










Annexure II
offences and Penalties for violation of Lockdown Measures

51. Punishment for obstruction, etc.-whoever, without reasonable cause -(a) obstructs any officer or employee of the Central Government or the State
Government, or a person authorised by the National Authority or State
Authority or District Authority in the discharge of his functions under this
Act; or

(b) refuses to comply with any direction given by or on behalf of the central
Government or the state Government or the National Executive
committee or the State Executive committee or the District Authority
under this Act,

shall on conviction be punishable with imprisonrnent for a term which rnay extend
to one year or with fine, or with both, and if such obstruction or refusal to comply
with directions results in loss of lives or imminent danger thereof shall on
conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to trryo
years.

52. Punishment for false claim.-whoever knowingly makes a claim
which he knows or has reason to believe to be false for obtaining any relief
assistance, repair, reconstruction or other benefits consequent to disaster from any
officer of the Central Government, the State Government, the National Authority,
the State Authority or the District Authority, shall, on conviction be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, and also with fine.

53. Punishment for misappropriation of money or materials, etc._
whoever, being entrusted with any money or materials, or otherwise being, in
custody of, or dominion over, any money or goods, meant for providing relief in
any threatening disaster situation or disaster, misappropriates or upp.op.iates for
his own use or disposes of such money or materials or any part thereof or wilfully
compels any other person so to do, shall on conviction be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, and also with fine.

54' Punishment for false warning.-Whoever makes or circulates a false
alarm or w-arning as to disaster or its severity or magnifude, leading to panic, shall
on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year or
with fine.

55. offences by Departments of the Government.-{r) where an
offence under this Act has been committed by any Department of the
Government, the head of the Department shafl be deemed to be guilty of the
offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly
unless he proves that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he
exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.
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(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), where anoffence under this Act has been committed by a Department of the Governmentand it is proved that the offence has been committed with the consent orcorurivance of, or is atkibutable to any neglect on the part oq any officer, otherthan the head of the Department, such officer shalt be deemed to be guilfy of thatoffence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.
56' Failure of officer in duty or his connivance at the contravention ofthe provisions of this Act.-Any officer, on whom any duty has been imposedby or under this Act and who ceases or refuses to perform or withdraws himselffrom the duties of his office shall, unless he has obtained the express writtenpermission of his official superior or has other lawful excuse for so doing, bepunishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or withfine.

57. Penalty for contravention of any order regarding requisitioning._If any person contravenes any order made under section 65, he shall be punishablewith imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or withboth.

58. offence by companies.-{r) where an offence under this Act hasbeen committed by a company or body corporate, every person who at the timethe offence was committed, was in charge of, and was responsibre to, thecompany, for the conduct of the business of the company, as wel as the company,shall be deemed to be guilty of the contravention and shall be liable to beproceeded against and punished accordingly:
Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall render any such personliable to any punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the offence wascommitted without his knowledge or that he exercisld due diligence to preventthe commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where anoffence under this Act has been committed by a company, and it is proved that theoffence was committed with the consent or connivance of or is attributable to anyneglect on the part of any director, manager, secretary or other officer of thecompany, such director, manager, secretary or other officer shall also, be deemedto be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against andpunished accordingly.

Explanatton.-For the purpose of this section_
(a) "company" meafl.s anybody corporate and includes a firm or other

association of individuals; and
(b) "directoc', in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm.

59. Previous sanction for prosecution.--No prosecution for offencespunishable under sections 55 and 56 shall be instituted except with the previoussanction of the central Government or the State Government, as the case may be,

1



or of any officer authorised in this behalf by general or special order, by suchGovernment.

60' cognizance of offences.-No court shall take cognizance of an offenceunder this Act except on a complaint made by.-
(a) the National Authority, the state Authority, the central Government,

the State Government, the District Authority or any other authority or

."rT::: -lnorised in this behalf by that Authority or Government, as
Lne case may be; or

(b) any person who has given notice of not less than thirty days in therlanner prescribed, of the alleged offence and his intention to make acomplaint to the Nationar Authority, the State Authority, the central
Government, the State Government, the District Authority or anyother authority or officer authorised as aforesaid.

B. Section 188 in the lndian penal Codeo Ig60
188- Disobedience to order dury promulgated by public servant._whoever' knowing that, by an order promuigated by u putn" servant lawfullyempowered to promulgate such order, he is directed to abstain from a certain act,or to take certain order with certain property in his possession or under hismanagement' disobeys such direction, shall, if such disobedience causes or tendsto cause obstruction, annoyance or injury, or risk of obstruction, annoyance orinjury' to any person lawfully employed, be punished with simple imprisonmentfor a term which may extend to one rnonth or with fine which may extend to twohundred rupees, or with both; and if such disobedience causes or trends to causedanger to human life, health or safety, or causes or tends to cause a riot or affray,shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which mayextend to six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, orwith both.

Explanation'-It is not necessary that the offender should intend toproduce-harm, or contemplate his disobedience as likely to produce harm.It is sufficient that he knows of the order which rre aislreys, and that hisdisobedience produces, or is tikely to produce, harm.
Illttstration

An order is promurgated by a public servant rawfufly empowered toprornulgate such order, directing that a religious procession shall not passdown a certain street. A knowingly disobeys the order, and thereby causesdanger of riot. A has com*ritted the offence defined in this section.
*?k*
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No.2/5,r2020-public
Government of lndia/Bharat Sarkar

Ministry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya

North Btock, New Deihi
Daled, the zoth July, zozo

To
The Chief Secretaries of
Att state Governments and
Administrations

Aciministrators of att Union Territory

Sub: INDEPEN DENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS ON 15th AUGUST. 2O7O

SirlMadam,

Every year, the Independence Day is cetebrated with grandeur, gaiety, fervour
and enthusiasm. This year a[so, the lndependence Day witl be celebrated in a

manner befitting the occasion. However, in view of spread of Covid-19 pandemic,
white organizing vanous programmes or activities for the lndependence Day

celebrations, it is imperative to foltow certain preventive measures sucn as

maintaining social distancing, wearing of masks, proper sanitization, avoiding l.arge

congi-egations, protecting vulnerabte persons. eic.; and fotlow ail guidelines reiated
to Covid-19 issued by the Ministry of Home Affa:rs and Nlinistr-y of Heaitn & FamiLy
Vr'etfare. Therefore, alI prograrnries si.3i.rLc] be organrzed in a rvay that iarqe
congregation of people is avoided and technology is used in a best possible rnanner
for cetebration befitting the occasion. The events organized cou[d be yreb-cast in
order to reach out people at large, who are not ab[e to participa[e.

Z. Keeping the above limitations and precautionary steps in view, the
lndependence Day Cetebrations in Delhi shat[ coirsist of the fottowing:-

(it The Ceremony aI Red Fort consistirrg of the presentation of a Guard of Honour
by the Armed Forces and the Delhr Police to the Prime Minister (Pradhan
Mantri), urrfurting of the Nationat Ftag accompanied by ptaying of the National.

Anthem and firlng of 21-gun satute. speech by the Prime Minister, singing of
the l'lationaI Antliem imn'redratel.y after PAd's speech, and retease of tri-
cotoured battoons at the end,

(ii) "At Honre" reception at Rashtrapati Bhawan.
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3' For celebrations of the lndepencience Day at djfferent [evets in the States/,--s,
certain guidelines have been pi-escribed, as enumerated . in the succeedingparagraphs: t

4' The functions in the Stale/Union Territories on this day may consist of the
foItowing: -

STATE LEVEL:

(i) A ceremony in the morning (after 9.00 AIA) in the State/Union Territory
capitats consisting of unfurting of the Nationat Ftag by the Chief
Minister; ptaying of the National Anthem; presentation of Guard of
Honour by the Pol.ice incl.uding para-Mititary Forces, Home Guards, NCC,
Scouts, etc; speech by the Chief &linister; and singing of the National.
Anthem.

{ii) In view of covid-19 pandemic, large congregation in the ceremony be
avoided. lt is imperative that sociat distancing norms, wearing masks,
etc., are fotlowed.

(iii) lt woutd atso be appropriate that Covid-19 warriors tike doctors, heatth
workers, sanitation workers, etc., are inviled in the ceremony as a
recognition of their nobte service in fight against Covid-19 pandemic.
some persons cured from covici"l9 infection may atso be invited.

D ISTRICT LEVEL:
(i) A similar ceremony as mentioned above in the morning (after 9.00 Ajv\)

at the District [eve[ which may, inter-atia, consist of unfurting of the
National Ftag by a Minister/commissioner/District Magistrate; ptaying of
the NationaI Anthem; parade by state poLice personne[, Home
Guards/NCC, Scouts; speech by the Minister/ commissioner/ District
Magistrate exptaining the significance of i 5th August and exhorting the
audience to work for the unity and integrity of the country; and singing
of the NationaI Anthem.

(ii) ln view of covid-19 pandemic, large congregation in the ceremony be
avoided' lt is imperative that sociaI distancing norms, wearing masks,
etc., are fotlowed.

It wou[d a[so be appropriate that covid-19 warriors tike doctors, heatth
workers, sanitation workers, etc., are invited in the ceremony as a

(iii )
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recognition of thelr nobte service 1n fight against Covid'19 Pandemic

Some persons cured from Covid-19 infection may atso be invited.

SUB.DIVISIONAL LEVEL/BLOCK LEVEL:

{i) CeremoniaI hoisting of the National Ftag by a Minister/Sub-Divisional

Magistrate (after 9.00 AM), ptaying of the National Anthem; speech by

the dignitary exptaining the significance of 15th August and exhorting the

audience to work for the unity and integrity of the country; unfurting of

the Nationat Fiag; singing of the Nationat Anthem, etc.

(ii) ln view of Covid-19 pandemic, targe congregation in the ceremony be

avoided. lt is imperative that sociaI distancing norms, wearing masks,

etc., are fol[owed.

(iii) lt woutd atso be appropriate that Covid-19 warriors [ike doctors, heatth

workers, sanitation workers, etc., are invited in the ceremony as a

recognition of their noble service in fight against Covid-19 Pandemic.

Some persons cured from Covid-19 infection may also be invited.

PANCHAYAT H EADQUARTERS/B IGGER VI LLAGES ;

(j ) Ceremoniat hoisting of the Nationat Flag by the Sarpanch/Vittage Head-

man (after 9.00 .AM), playing of the National Anthem; speech by the
Sarpanch/ Village Head-man exptaining the significance of 15th August

and exhorting the audience to work for the unity and integrity of the

country; singinq of the NatjonaI Anthem etc.

(ii) ln view of Covjd-19 pandemic, large congregation in the ceremony be

avoided. lt is imperative that sociaI distancing norms, wearing masks,

etc., are fottowed.

(iii) lt woutd atso be appropriate that Covid-19 warriors [ike doctors, health

workers, sanitation workers, etc., are invited in the ceremony as a

recognition of their nobte service in fighl against Covid-19 Pandemic.

Some persons cured from Covid-19 infection may atso be invited.

5. lt may be ensured that National Ftag is hoisted at att State

Capitatsl Districts/ Btock/ Panchayat Ievets.

6. As regards hotding oi "At Home" reception at Raj Bhawan/Raj Niwas by the

Governor/Lt. Governor on the lndependence Day, the matter is left to the discretion

of Governors/Lt. Governors, However, in view of Covjd-19 pandemic, preventive
measures such as maintaining sociaI distancing, wearing of masks, proper
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sanitization,avoiding|argecongregation5,protectingvulnerab[egrouPS,etc.,91ci.
other rneasures as prescribed and recommended by the Ministry of Healll U till 

-'
welfare, are fol.towed. lt woul.d be appropriate that covid'19 warriors like doctors"

heatth workers, sanitation workers, etc., are invited in the ceremony as a recognition

of their nobte service in fight against Covid'19 Pandemic' Some persons cured from

Covid-19 infection may aiso be invited'

7. Performance of Police/Mititary bands may be recorded at places of historjc

importance associated with lndependence m0Yement; and recorded versions [hereof

may be d.isptayed through large screensi digitat media, during pubtic funstions and on

social media.

S.otherfunctionsofihedaymayinctudeactiv.itiestikeptantingoftrees;inter.
schootlinter-cottege debates on digital platfornrs; ontine quiz contests/patriotic essay

writing and poetry competitions; taunching of any important scheme' singing

patriotic songs/del.ivering patriotic tal'Ks by setecled boys/girts on the social media;

iLtuminationofGovernmentBuiidings/StateBhaYYans'etc;thematicwebinars;on[ine
campaign by NSS and NYKS centred around patriotic themes; or any other activity

deemed appropriate by the state Government/union Territory Administration

befitting the occasjon. Other innovative ways of cetebrating the rndependence Day

may be consjdered l,ike propagating pa[riotic or national integration messages/songs

through digitat and sociat media ptatforms, sound shows/tighting of important pubtic

buitdings, waving of Nationat Ftags by peopte at rooftops/batconies' etc'

g.ltwoul.dbeappropriatethalt'het'hemeaf',AotmonirbhorBharat''issuitably
spread and pubr,icised amongst the masses through var,ious activities/messages in the

functionsandonsocial.medtaduringlndependenceDaycelebrations.

Yours faithfutlY,

[ANUJ SHARMA]

Joint SecretarY
TeL: 01 1 23092436
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